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Introduction    

·NFM is defined as a set of flood management 

techniques that aim to work with natural 

processes (or nature) to manage flood risk  

 

·The Flood Risk Management Act (Scotland) 

2009 is the main policy driver for the 

implementation of NFM. In current practice, its 

inclusion as part of catchment flood 

management plans is required to determine 

short and long term benefits  

 

 



Purpose   

This research explores the multifunctional 

management benefits  associated with NFM 

applications: 

·The existing research approaches to NFM 

both from the natural and social sciences  

 

·Interconnecting drivers for NFM  

 

·Suggests new directions for long term 

strategic approaches to river flood 

management  



NFM: context and challenges    
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NFM and the multi ï functional concept   

 

·Combines other functions i.e. Eco-system 

restoration, pollution control etc. with its 

primary flood protection role 

 

· Adaptive regimes that take into account 

environmental, technological, economic, 

institutional and cultural characteristics of 

river basins 
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